ARABIC IN PRACTICE (1)

The Basic Nominal Sentence

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

255 (zaid is generous)

s 3235145 (This is a great slander) &
%4 215 (That is good/better) Q
&5 3 (He is generous)

€5 od (This is Maryam)

Ly (s (She is a believer)

5% od (This is a car)

A e (2 (It is fast)

@“ ey Ll b : ol (1 am Yusuf and this is my brother) QY

Oshlian :,4 (we are rectifiers) Q
%)"3 FexUNERAT &5t (You are my Lord in the world and the hereafter) QQ
e <3 (You are my sister)

Oy 3 \ (You [all] are grateful)

UL 4T (You [women] are students)

Using your knowledge of the definite noun you can begin to construct simple nominal sentences.
Look at the above examples and bear in mind the following points:

1.

A nominal sentence is simply a sentence which begins with a noun as in all of the above
examples.

A nominal sentence in its most basic form is made up of a @+ noun and a 3,55 noun. Ponder
the examples above.

The % ~+ noun will normally come first and will be the subject of the sentence and the 355

noun will come last and be the predicate.
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4, The predicate is often an adjective or any other descriptive noun such as in example 1, but
it can also be a proper name or any other noun such as in examples 2 and 5.

5. Inthe sentence 'Zaid is generous', 'is' represents the verb 'to be'. In Arabic this has not
written form, it is simply understood. Thus, there is no corresponding word for 'is' in an
Arabic nominal sentence.

Asking Basic Questions

-
T

1. &z 1A (is this your house?)

&b &3 218 (are you a student?)

N

3. 11s L (what is this?)

4. &= G (what is your name?)

5. o 5 (who are you)

6. <3 2% (how are you?)

7. s 5 (how are you? Lit. how
is your state?)

8. islel) V5 (what is the time?)

9. é_wu.d\ u:\ (where are the keys?)

10. La% 23! (Where are you going?)

11. <3 &30 & (where are you from?)

-
(3 't

12. &52E LU (why did you come
late?)

13. x5 (& (when are coming back?)
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Above are examples of some common questions. Below are some points to note:

1.

A sentence is turned into a question with an interrogative device (particles and nouns, or
prepositions) as all of the above examples show.

Tand :| are both particles and are used pretty much in the same way. You will find that

some words are easier to pronounce with one rather than the other.

U is used for objects while . is used for people and intelligent beings. Both can be used

B
ot w

with 13, for example, 35 J6 15U (what did your Lord say?), and e-35 ' vfjia.u g;\jf 13 4 (who
can help you after Him (Allah)?)

(X is used to inquire about conditions, circumstances, methods etc.
55 is used to inquire about quantity.

&l is used to inquire about place.

&+ is used to enquire about time.

A particle or preposition can come before the interrogative device. See example 11 above,
and 15LJ /é (why?),

You will be able to use the above interrogative words with %, and 3,5 nouns found in your

worksheets and vocabulary or with any sentence.
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iy - Exercises

J9¥ el - Exercise 1

Using the vocabulary you've acquired so far and your knowledge of the definite and indefinite words,
create your own nominal sentences. Repeat the template below with 5 different sentences.

SJ.Q Zéjsu

7S o)

S S Ida

S <ol 1A (this house)

W' el - Exercise 2

Construct six different sentences without the aid of the template above.
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CJW o pedi- Exercise 3

Enter words of your choice under ...¥ to form sentences and then construct questions using the
interrogative particles j» and f, then give answers alternating between .~ and V.

¥/ o lal / 1ia fa ol
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& upedl- Exercise 4

Now construct two interrogative sentences using each of the remaining interrogative devices
featured in the examples.



